BIOFILMOGRAPHY OF SERGE AVEDIKIAN

Serge Avedikian was born in Yerevan, in SSR Armenia. His parents, of Armenian descent, were born in France. They are the children of survivors of the genocidal mass slaughters perpetrated between 1915 and 1917 within the Ottoman Empire. 
Although he studied at the French School of Yerevan, Serge Avedikian could hardly speak French when he arrived in France at the age of 15. In middle-school, he attended a cycle of theatre workshops that birthed and nurtured his second passion besides soccer: drama. 

Between 1972 and 1976, Serge learned acting through an apprenticeship at the Conservatoire in Meudon, and then Paris, where he is enrolled as an auditor. Racine, Corneille, Musset and Marivaux inspired him and he eventually lost his foreign accent after several years. In 1976, he created the Theatre Company « Théâtre De La Fenêtre ». One year later, he joined the Theatre Du Chapeau Rouge in Avignon to study the introspective working method of « clown de soi » and « grotesque » acting.  
He then starts creating plays, and stars for the first time on the silver screen as Christian Ranucci in PULL-OVER ROUGE (Michel Drach, 1979). We also saw him a peasant confused by a German soldier in NOUS ETIONS UN SEUL HOMME by Philippe Valois (1979).
Later, he shone on the small screen (« Toutes griffes dehors » by Michel Boisrond, 1982 ; « L’été de tous les chagrins » by Serge Moati, 1989) and switches between more established films (L’ORCHESTRE ROUGE by Jacques Rouffio, 1989) and truly engaged works (L’AUBE by Miklos Jancso 1985). 
He always defended singular projects (HALTÉROFLIC by Vallois, 1983 ; LA DIAGONALE DU FOU, Richard Dembo by 1984 ; LE TRÉSOR DES ILES CHIENNES by F.J Ossang  1990 ; LES SEMEURS DE PESTE by Christian Merlhiot, 1995).

He is the face and voice in works exploring the Armenian memory with MAYRIG by Henri Verneuil (1991), ARAM by Robert Kechichian (2002), LE VOYAGE EN ARMENIE (2006), L’ARMEE DU CRIME (2009) and UNE HISTOIRE DE FOU (2015) by Robert Guédiguian. 

He always enjoyed travelling through different periods, genre, countries and origins in LE CAHIER VOLÉ by Christine Lipinska (1993), LABYRINTHE by Mikael Dovlatyan (1995), VIVE LA MARIÉE... byHiner Saleem (1997), DISPARUS by Gilles Bourdos (1998), PARIS, MON PETIT CORPS... by Françoise Prenant (2000), AGENTS SECRETS by Frédéric Schoendoerffer (2004), VIVA LALDJÉRIE by Nadir Moknèche (2004) and POULET AUX PRUNES by Marjane Satrapi & Vincent Paronnaud (2011).

He made special guest appearances in different TV dramas (« Toutes griffes dehors », « La Crim' », 2002, « Quai n°1 », 2005, « Louis Page », 2006), and was also seen acting on stage in the following plays Botho Strauss, Genêt, Marivaux, Claudel, Dan Franck, Tennessee Williams et Corneille under the direction of Patrice Chéreau,  Jacques Lassalle, Claude Regy and others.
His work as a director is rich and dense, comprising original creations such as documentaries, short fictional films and animated paintings (BONJOUR MONSIEUR, 1992, MISSION ACCOMPLIE, 1994, M'SIEURS DAMES, 1997), as well as poetic (J’AI BIEN CONNU LE SOLEIL, 1991, LE CINQUIEME RÊVE, 1995, TERRA EMOTA, 1999, LUX AETERNA, 1999, LIGNE DE VIE, 2003, UN BEAU MATIN, 2005) paintings.
In 2007, his debut film NOUS AVONS BU LA MEME EAU - released in theaters - offers us a trip through the eyes of his grand-father returning to his village in contemporary Turkey, torn between past and future. In 2010, he received the Palme D’or for his short animated film CHIENNE D’HISTOIRE. 

In 2013, he directed and starred as the main actor in LE SCANDALE PARADJANOV, based on the life and work of the filmmaker Sergeï Paradjanov, coproduced with Ukraine, France, Armenia and Georgia. The film is released theatrically in France on January 7th, 2014.
He’s recently directed « CELUI QU’ON ATTENDAIT aka LOST IN ARMENIA », a tender and baroque comedy with Patrick Chesnais in the lead role. The film is released in theaters in June 2016.

He is currently working on the preparation of another feature that he will, again, direct « DERNIER ROUND A ISTANBUL ». 
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